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PINJAR-CATABY AND CATABY-ENEABBA TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECTS, COST 

1. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Minister for Energy: 
(1) What are the estimated cost of the Pinjar to Cataby transmission line and the projected costs of the next 

stages from Cataby to Eneabba and Eneabba to Geraldton? 

(2) When were the funds set aside for the project and from which budget area? 

(3) Why has a social impact study not been undertaken of this project?  Is the minister aware of dwellings 
within 100 metres of planned high-tension towers and lines? 

(4) What money has been set aside for compensation, including compensation for the health impacts on 
people from high-tension powerlines, loss of future land use and lost employment opportunities? 

(5) Given that the Government has ruled out heavy industry development at Breton Bay and acknowledged 
the potential development of wind energy at Geraldton, what is driving these plans for massive new 
fossil fuel energy production and transmission? 

Hon TOM STEPHENS replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The Western Power board has not yet approved funding for the Pinjar-Cataby and Cataby-Eneabba 
transmission line projects.  The costs will vary depending on the transmission voltage chosen - 132 000 
volts or 330 000 volts.  An indicative cost to construct the Pinjar-Cataby and the Cataby-Eneabba 
transmission lines at 132 000 volts, including substation works, is $60 million.  A decision to extend the 
transmission line beyond Eneabba is yet to be made. 

(2) Budget provisions were made for this project in the past two years.  Those budget provisions form part 
of the normal Western Power budgeting process for capital works associated with the expansion and 
reinforcement of its interconnected transmission system to meet normal system load growth.  

(3) Western Power has consulted extensively with all landowners and stakeholders potentially affected by 
the proposed Pinjar-Cataby and Cataby-Eneabba transmission line projects.  Their comments and views 
have been used to develop and optimise the various line route options, including the final option to be 
chosen by Western Power.  The consultation process entailed numerous one-on-one meetings between 
Western Power officers and landowners, as well as public meetings between landowners, stakeholders, 
community groups and Western Power representatives.  Western Power also consulted extensively with 
local and state government agency representatives.  There are no dwellings within 100 metres of the 
proposed line route; the closest is more than 250 metres from the route’s centre line.  

Hon Dee Margetts interjected. 

Hon TOM STEPHENS:  In answer to the interjection, that is the answer I have from the minister.  If the member 
has particular concerns about the answer, I am happy to refer those concerns to the minister for a further 
response.   

(4) Funds have been set aside for compensation for the effects of restrictions in the use of private and 
crown land due to the presence of transmission lines and an associated easement.  Funds have also been 
set aside for restoration of damage caused by construction works, revegetation and loss of production.  
Western Power does not determine the quantum of easement compensation offered to landowners.  
Licensed valuers conduct property valuations for Western Power in accordance with accepted valuation 
and compensation principles.  The transmission lines will be designed and operated to comply with all 
the Australian Standards requirements, including those stipulated by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council concerning electromagnetic field exposures.   

(5) The proposed Pinjar-Cataby and Cataby-Eneabba transmission lines are not linked to any industrial 
expansion in the great northern region.  The transmission line is required purely to meet normal 
electrical load growth in the region due to normal urban and rural development.  According to Western 
Power projections, the existing transmission system between Muchea and Geraldton will reach the limit 
of its capacity by 2003.  Without the construction of the proposed transmission lines, the quality and 
security of electricity supply in the region will diminish significantly and it will be necessary for 
Western Power to temporarily shed customers during summer peak loads.   

 


